Annie’s Mailbox “Relatives Removed”  (Nov. 29, 2002)

Dear Annie:

Some friends and I are engaged in a heated discussion regarding the proper terms for extended relatives.  Can you please help us sort through this relationship status?

How does one become removed?  What is my cousin’s daughter’s children’s relationship to me?  Are they third cousins or cousins thrice removed?




Signed:  Jan in New Hampshire

Dear Jan:

Here’s how it works:


Your children, and the children of your first cousin, are second cousins.  Your grandchildren and her grandchildren are third cousins.  You, however, remain a first cousin to all of her descendants—-a first cousin once removed to her children, and a first cousin twice removed to her grandchildren, and so on.

Annie’s Mailbox column is written by two longtime editors of Ann Landers.

