
When a Family
Member Is In

Jail

The 12th Candle
by Kim Tomsic
JF TOMSIC
YA CD F TOMSIC

On her twelfth birthday, Sage
wishes on a magical candle for
an end to the family curse she
believes caused many
problems, including sending her
father to prison.

Enemy Child: The
Story of Norman
Mineta, a Boy
Imprisoned in a
Japanese American
Internment Camp
During World War
II
by Andrea Warren
JB MINETA
PLAYAWAY JB MINETA
YA CD B MINETA

Far Apart, Close In Heart: Being a Family When
a Loved One Is Incarcerated

by Becky Birtha
J/PC 362.8292 BIR

hoopla
Presents a biography of Norman Mineta, from his
internment as a child in Heart Mountain Internment Camp
during World War II, through his political career in Congress
where he was instrumental in getting the Civil Liberties Act
of 1988 passed.

Children from all walks of life experience various emotions
when their parent is in jail or prison, but they learn there are

ways to communicate their feelings that will help improve their
situation and remind them they are not alone.

Knock Knock: My Dad's Dream For Me
by Daniel Beaty
J/PC 306.89 BEA

A boy wakes up one morning to find his father gone. At first,
he feels lost. But his father has left him a letter filled with

advice to guide him through the times he cannot be there.

Tito the Bonecrusher
by Melissa Thomson
JF THOMSON

In a funny and heartfelt romp,
Oliver enlists the help of his
favorite pro-wrestler to spring
his dad from a Florida
correctional center.



Ruby On the Outside

House Arrest

The Paris Project

Tight

Missing Daddy

What Happens When My Parent Is In Jail?

Breakout

From the Desk of Zoe
Washington

Sunny Holiday

Clean Getaway

by Nora Raleigh Baskin
JF BASKIN

Eleven-year-old Ruby Danes
has a real best friend
for the first time ever, but
agonizes over whether or not to
tell her a secret she has never
shared with anyone--that her
mother has been in prison
since Ruby was five--and over
whether to express her anger to
her mother.

by Mariame Kaba
E KABA
hoopla

A little girl who misses her father because he's away in prison
shares how his absence affects different parts of her life. Her

greatest excitement is the days when she gets to visit her
beloved father.

by Frank Felice
J 362.829 FEL

Discusses why people go to jail, describing the things
prisoners can do while in prison, how it changes life at

home, and how to deal with the feelings that occur.

by K.A. Holt
JF HOLT
YA F HOLT
eRead Illinois

Young Timothy is sentenced
to house arrest after impulsively
stealing a wallet, and he is
forced to keep a journal into
which he pours all his thoughts,
fears, and frustrations.

by Donna Gephart
JF GEPHART

Cleveland Rosebud Potts
yearns to leave Sassafras,
Florida for a rich and cultured
life at The American School of
Paris, but problems with family,
friends, and finances stand in
her way.

by Torrey Maldonado
JF MALDONADO
YA F MALDONADO

After his quick-tempered father
gets in a fight and is sent back
to jail, sixth-grader Bryan,
known for being quiet and
thoughtful, snaps and follows
new friend Mike into trouble.

by Kate Messner
JF Messner
OverDrive

From multiple perspectives, tells
of a time capsule project and
the middle schoolers who
contribute, including future
journalist Nora Tucker and
newcomer Elidee Jones, whose
brother is in the local prison

by Janae Marks
JF MARKS
YA F MARKS
J CD JF MARKS
PLAYAWAY JF MARKS
hoopla

Receiving an unexpected letter
on her 12th birthday from the
incarcerated father she has
never met, a courageous young
baker prepares for a cooking-
show competition while
scrambling to determine her
father’s innocence.

by Coleen Paratore
JF PARATORE

Spunky third-
grader Sunny Holiday tries to
make the best out of every
situation, and even though her
father is in prison, she and her
mother count their blessings
and manage to find joy in every
day.

by Nic Stone
JF STONE
PLAYAWAY JF STONE
J CD JF STONE

An 11-year-old boy confronts
the realities of race relations,
past and present, and his
unconventional grandmother’s
mysterious agenda during an
unplanned Spring Break road
trip through the once-
segregated American South.


