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Read Woke is a movement. It is a feeling. It is a style. It is a form of education. It is a call to action; it is our right as lifelong learners. It
means arming yourself with knowledge in order to better protect your rights. Knowledge is power and no one can take it away. It means

learning about others so that you can treat people with the respect and dignity that they deserve no matter their religion, race, creed, or color.

Front desk
by Kelly Yang
Recent immigrants from China and
desperate for work and money, ten-year-
old Mia Tang's parents take a job
managing a rundown motel in Southern
California, even though the owner, Mr.
Yao is a nasty skinflint who exploits them;
while her mother (who was an engineer

in China) does the cleaning, Mia works the front desk and
tries to cope with demanding customers and other recent
immigrants--not to mention being only one of two Chinese
in her fifth grade class, the other being Mr. Yao's son,
Jason.

Letters from Cuba
by Ruth Behar
A young Jewish girl flees her home in
Poland on the eve of World War II before
establishing a new life for herself in
Cuba, where she works to rescue the
other members of her family. By the
award-winning author of Bridges to Cuba/
Puenta a Cuba.

The journey
by Francesca Sanna
In this beautiful picture book, Francesca
Sanna's interviews with refugee families
in Europe become a searing parable of

empathy and hope. Two young children and their mother
must escape the dangers of war, but before them liesà a
journey. Amidst border guards and nights in hiding, one
family's determination and faith in one another carries
them through a story of massive contemporary importance.

We came to America
by Faith Ringgold
Complemented by vibrantly colorful
illustrations, a celebration of America's
diversity explores the nation's unique
blend of culture, history, ideas and
determination. By the Caldecott Honor-
and Coretta Scott King Award-winning

creator of Tar Beach.

So far from the Bamboo Grove
: by Yoko Kawashima Watkins
by Yoko Kawashima Watkins
A fictionalized autobiography in which
eleven-year-old Yoko escapes from
Korea to Japan with her mother and
sister at the end of World War II
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Merci Suárez changes gears
by Meg Medina
Alienated from her more privileged
classmates at a Florida private school,
sixth-grade scholarship student Merci
Suarez is targeted by a competitive rival
at the same time her beloved grandfather
begins to develop memory problems.

Lucky broken girl
by Ruth Behar
In 1960s New York, fifth-grader Ruthie, a
Cuban-Jewish immigrant, must rely on
books, art, her family, and friends in her
multicultural neighborhood when an
accident puts her in a body cast

Esperanza rising
by Pam Muñoz Ryan
Esperanza and her mother are forced to
leave their life of wealth and privilege in
Mexico to go work in the labor camps of
Southern California, where they must
adapt to the harsh circumstances facing
Mexican farm workers on the eve of the
Great Depression

Ruby Lu, empress of
everything
by Lenore Look
When Flying Duck comes from China to
live with her family, Ruby Lu's happy
world is turned upside down as suddenly
everyone is speaking in a foreign
language at home, their evening dinners
are greatly altered, and she is suddenly

mandated by her family to become Flying Duck's guide at
school.

Pie in the Sky
by Remy Lai
Feeling as out of place as if he landed on
Mars when his family moves to an
English-speaking country, 11-year-old
Jingwen dreams about the cakes he
would have baked with his late father, a
hope that is challenged by his mother's
strict kitchen safety rules.

The boy at the back of the
class
by Onjali Q. Raúf
When a Syrian refugee boy joins their
class, the determined students in Mrs.
Kahn's schoolroom learn the newcomer's
sad story before concocting a plan to
reunite him with his loved ones. A first
novel. Simultaneous eBook.

Ma©łanaland
by Pam Mu©łoz Ryan
Growing up on legends about a mythical
gatekeeper who assists worthy travelers,
a young fútbol enthusiast from Santa
Maria wonders about the mother he
never met before uncovering a long-
buried family secret involving an
underground network that guides people

to safety.

Paper wishes
by Lois Sepahban
Near the start of World War II, young
Manami, her parents, and Grandfather
are evacuated from their home and sent
to Manzanar, an ugly, dreary internment
camp in the desert for Japanese-
American citizens
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